top tips to Create an excellent Observational Drawing: 
Observational drawing is an integral part of GCSE.  For many students, drawing is the core method of researching, investigating, developing and communicating ideas. It is a good idea to show the examiner competent, realistic observational drawing skills.
Look at what you are drawing
Sounds obvious but you must draw what you actually see not what you think an object should look like. You must observe what is in front of you by careful looking.

Not just once or twice, but constantly.
Keep the outlines light
Real objects do not have dark lines running around every edge. Edges should instead be defined by a change in tone.
Draw from real objects whenever possible
The phrase ‘observational drawing’ usually means drawing from real objects. Making a drawing from three-dimensions to two is much harder than drawing from a photograph, but it often results in drawings that are ‘richer’ and more authentic. 
(This doesn’t mean, however, that you should never draw from photographs). 
Be very careful when drawing ellipses


Have a Good Range of Tone
 Observe where the light and dark areas are and copy what you see. In almost all cases, your drawing should have a full range of tone, from black, through a multitude of greys (or coloured mid-tones) through to white.

Use mark making to show texture

When producing an observational drawing, the mark-making used should help to convey the texture(s) of the subject matter. There are multitudes of different ways a pencil can strike paper – hatching / dashes / smudges / dots… think carefully before you decide which technique to use.



This diagram by Rachel Shirley illustrates some of the common mistakes made when drawing an ellipse.


Ellipses are the oval shapes that you see at the top of cylindrical objects such as bottles or jars.  





All ellipses, no matter what angle they are viewed from, should be rounded (not pointed) at the ends, as illustrated in this image.











